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HEADLINE: WRX STi blows rivals off the road
SOURCE: Autovision News
BYLINE: ALEX LAW

The major item involves the fact that the WRX STi has replaced the turbo-charged, all-wheel-drive SVX sports car as the most expensive Subaru ever, and it's going to face the same problem that killed that fabulous car.

THE HARTFORD COURANT, November 30, 1996 
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HEADLINE: SUBARU TO DUMP SVX;
BYLINE: Staff and Wire Reports
CHICAGO -- Another Japanese sports car bites the pavement. Subaru says it will stop assembling its SVX in Japan at the end of December.  Subaru will continue to ship 1997 model SVXs to the United States until supplies run out.

Copyright 1991 PR Newswire Association, Inc.  
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HEADLINE: SUBARU SVX SPORT COUPE UNVEILED

DATELINE: LOS ANGELES, Jan. 2

BODY:
Subaru of America, Inc. (NASDAQ: SBRU), tomorrow will unveil its Subaru SVX -- an all-new luxury performance coupe which combines grandtouring comfort and styling with a safety and technology tour de force. The world premiere of the new car will be during a 9:10 a.m. press conference at the Greater Los Angeles Auto Show. 

The new Subaru is powered by a 3.3-liter opposed six-cylinder engine which puts 230 horsepower to the ground through an electronic active- torque split all-wheel drive system. A sophisticated chassis design includes four-wheel vented disc brakes and fully independent suspension.

Scheduled to go on sale this summer, the Subaru SVX will be one of the only cars to provide the active safety combination of four-channel anti-lock brakes and all-wheel drive with motorized seatbelts as well as a driver's side airbag.

Another distinctive feature of the Subaru SVX is window-within-a- window side glass. With the window down, an ample-size opening ensures minimal wind noise and buffeting, and with the windows up, the "mid-frame" glass provides a quiet, tight window design as well as an eye-catching styling one. A glass-to-glass canopy covers the passenger compartment of the aerodynamically designed Subaru SVX body, which boasts an impressive 0.29 coefficient of drag. CONTACT: Fred Heiler of Subaru of America, 609-488-8660; or Michael Geylin of Kermish-Geylin Public Relations, 212-315-4900, for Subaru of America

The Toronto Star, August 17, 1991 
Copyright 1991 Toronto Star Newspapers, Ltd.  
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HEADLINE: Subaru SVX a lost of car for the money

BYLINE: By Jim Kenzie Special to The Star

DATELINE: GUNMA, Japan

BODY:
 
   GUNMA, Japan - Can a carmaker that has just recently gained some acceptance as a player in the family sedan market be successful in the up-scale sporty coupe segment?

Subaru hopes so. Hard on the heels of two class wins in the Automobile Journalists Association cars-of-the-year competition with the mid-size Legacy, they are launching the SVX sport coupe this month.

This is not Subaru's first trip into these waters. Its late and scarcely lamented XT Coupe was just too bizarre for words - or customers. 

Fears that Subaru might be scared off by this experience and build some sort of Legend-clone are unfounded, as anyone who saw the two-door car at last winter's Toronto International Auto Show can testify.

The initial design sketches were done by Giorgio Giugiaro, and much of his original made it to production, including the "glass-to-glass" canopy.

The front and side roof pillars are completely covered by glass. The biggest piece (upper) of the side window is fixed in position, leaving just a small segment at the lower, hind-most part of the door to retract for paying tolls, handing your licence over; that sort of thing.

Fixed window glass has been used on show cars before: the PPG Indy pace car Ferrari prototype that toured Toronto a few weeks ago has it. But the Subaru SVX is the first serious effort to bring it to the streets.

In addition to a unique appearance, this design is claimed to improve aerodynamics by making the side and front glass flush. Must work; the drag co-efficient of 0.29 is the lowest (i.e. best) in the business.

The glass-to-glass feature required Subaru to develop new manufacturing techniques. The fixed portions of the side glass are bonded to the door frame using space-age adhesives. The cross-sections of the roof pillars had to be carefully designed to make them thin enough to see around, yet strong enough to protect passengers in case of a roll-over.

The SVX has a heavy, rather pudgy look, with lots of horizontal lines and various bulges here and there, far removed from the rounded shapes Toyota is using or the light, airy designs favored by Honda.

The front end is a dead-ringer for an Eagle Talon. Fixed side glass apart, it's hardly a trend-setting design, but given Subaru's efforts at trend-setting in the past, we're all better off for that.

Subaru studied various Porsches, and learned that a rigid body was the answer to a whole lot of questions, including safety, handling and quietness.

Among the new features is a steering support beam connecting the front pillars to which is mounted the steering column. This reinforces the structure and also keeps the steering column from moving rearward in a frontal collision, consequently ensuring that the standard-fitment steering-wheel-mounted air bag is in proper position to do its job.

A whole raft of sound-deadening materials, including asphalt-impregnated urethane, vinyl chloride sheeting and foamed- in-place pieces help reduce vibration and noise. All body panels are galvanized steel, except the trunk lid, which is a plastic composite, so rust should not be a problem.

Inside, the designers were looking to surround the passengers in comfort, making this more of a luxury Grand Touring coupe than a bare-bones sports car.

The extra window frame, caused by the fixed window glass, the high belt line and large knee bolster make the interior seem less roomy than it actually is. Headroom is adequate for medium-to-large adults, although tall ones will find their toupees rustling on the headliner, even with a sunroof that opens outside the car.

The initial design sketch for the dashboard looked a lot like the Saab 9000, with the instrument panel curving down into the centre console. But it was rejected as being too static; Subaru wanted something more "fluid".

I'm not sure that what they came up with gives them that. The main instrument panel, containing speedometer, tachometer, fuel and coolant temperature gauges, wraps ever so slightly in front of the driver. The right edge of this section continues down on the same inclined plane to form part of the centre console, and contains an odd black-smoked-glass circular control, which adjusts the temperature setting for the automatic air conditioner and also displays outside temperature. The rest of the centre console is flat, and houses the rest of the heater and air conditioner controls - all push buttons.

Where's the radio? Good question. Push a button (cleverly marked "push") and a panel swings down to reveal the complex sound system buried underneath. Listen! It wouldn't be a Subaru if there wasn't a little weirdness in there somewhere.

On the early-production cars made available for testing in Japan, all these panels were done in a mottled dark-brown material, which was nowhere near enough like wood to be called fake wood. I'm not sure what they were driving at. Either use real wood, or better fake wood, or go to a matte black finish and not be ashamed to call it plastic.

The rest of the dash and parts of the door trim panels are covered in something called Ecsaine, a man-made suede that looks and feels genuine, but which is said to have better stain resistance. With the odd instrument cluster stuff plus leather upholstery, there are a lot of different textures and colors in this interior. Given the enclosed nature of the space, they probably should have gone with a more uniform color scheme.

The seats themselves are very good, with a longer-than-usual seat cushion for good thigh support. The driver gets eight-way power, plus manual lumbar support adjustment. The passenger must make do with manual reach and rake variability.

The claustrophobic nature of the interior is exacerbated by the fitting of motorized front shoulder belts. How come, when the air bag supposedly meets the American "passive restraint" safety regulations? Subaru Canada's explanation is that many drivers of bag-equipped cars don't do up their belts, so Subaru will do them up for them.

Officials of Fuji Heavy Industries, Subaru's parent company, advised that when the SVX is built for European markets, the motorized belts will be gone. I hope we get Euro-spec cars. If it were my money, motorized belts would be enough to disqualify any car from consideration.

The rear seat is surprisingly easy to get into for a sporty coupe. Headroom is pretty tight for me (I'm 5 foot, 10 inches), but otherwise it is quite roomy and the seat comfortable. The rear seat-back folds (in one piece; no split-fold) for added trunk space.

The trunk itself is not very deep, but is long and wide. The trunk lid opens down to bumper level to ease loading.

Mechanically, the SVX is similar in concept to the last execution of the XT Coupe. The engine is an all-new but still horizontally-opposed six, displacing 3.3 litres. There are double overhead camshafts (four in all), four valves per cylinder (a total of 24, if you've misplaced your calculator), sequential electronic fuel injection, direct ignition and a two-position control valve in the intake manifold for a two-stage "resonance supercharging" effect.

The engine produces 230 horsepower at 5400 r.p.m. and a substantial 224 pounds-feet of torque at 4400 r.p.m.

Subaru's advanced electronically managed four-speed automatic is the only transmission offered. It drives all four wheels through the company's equally advanced Active Torque Split computer-controlled all-wheel drive system. It senses when one or more wheels is starting to slip, and through a series of electronically controlled hydraulic clutches, directs torque to whichever wheels can best use it. All this, and a viscous-coupled rear differential too. If they have snow on them, this thing will climb trees.

Since you can get going no matter what the conditions, a four-wheel-disc, four-channel anti-lock braking system is provided to help you stop.

The suspension consists of MacPherson struts front and rear, both ends mounted to rigid subframes; again with noise isolation the objective. Longer-than-usual suspension travel helps give a supple ride.

In a rare move, Subaru turned us loose with left-hand drive SVXs on Japanese roads (where they drive on the left) so we could get a feel for how these cars work.

My initial reaction was slightly off-putting. From the outside, the car just doesn't look large enough to be a true luxury car, yet it doesn't have the light, airy look of a true sports car. Exactly what are we dealing with here?

I'm not entirely sure Subaru knows. It says the SVX is a luxury sport coupe. But once I hit the road, I began thinking of it more as a true sports car.

The performance is excellent. The flat six utters a nice subdued growl, there's plenty of torque at all speeds, it revs well, right to the red line (and beyond). Thanks to the four-wheel drive there's grip everywhere, this being one sports car you don't have to leave in the garage if it starts to rain or snow.

The ride, as near as we could tell on the near-perfect Japanese roads, is smooth yet firm, with minimal harshness over the (very) occasional rut or rough patch.

Perhaps the most endearing quality was the steering, easily the best I've encountered on any Japanese car (most are too light and lack feel) and the equal of any in the world. There's excellent heft to it, yet a fast right-left-right manoeuvre at low speeds doesn't cause the power assist to go away.

The car has a very substantial feel on the road, an indication that all the efforts to strengthen the structure were not in vain.

It should come as no surprise that Subaru has come up with a car that defies easy analysis.

Subaru wants to position the car against the likes of the Acura Legend coupe. But it's much more powerful, better-equipped (with four-wheel drive, for instance) and will be bunches less expensive - the best guess I could weasel out of Subaru was closer to $35,000 than $40,000.

In size, and with its four- wheel drive system, the SVX comes closest to being a Japanese Audi quattro; yet again it's much more powerful and less expensive.

Subaru hopes to sell around 150 SVXs between now and December, and between 350 and 500 in the first full year of availability.

It will be interesting to watch. The car won't have immediate appeal to the sort of people used to tossing around that kind of money, primarily because most of them have never heard of Subaru.

If they like the admittedly different appearance and can appreciate getting more car for their money than just about anyone else in this class offers, then Subaru should have no problem making their objectives.
Automotive News May 13, 1991 
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HEADLINE: BEHIND THE WHEEL 1992 SUBARU SVX:  PURE PERFORMANCE
BYLINE: By PAUL DEAN, TIMES STAFF WRITER
Moreover, this transmission-engine management system momentarily shuts down one of the three-cylinder banks during upshifting so there is no power surge while going from one gear to the other.

So see these windows as a styling excess at worst, a contrived distinction at best. They definitely are a feature some buyers will accept as a touch of identity: Where else can one find a two-door with 10 windows? Other customers might shop elsewhere.  That will be their loss. For once jokes about speak-easy windows and driving an atrium have been survived, the SVX stands as a solid contender among today's performance luxury cars. Value is high. Gimmicks are minimal. The car is screwed together well and boasts several engineering and technological innovations.

SVX? It stands for Specialty Vehicle X.

The Washington Post, October 11, 1991 
SECTION: WEEKEND; PAGE N72
HEADLINE: Subaru SVX's Heart of Glass
SERIES: Occasional
BYLINE: Warren Brown
BODY:
THE 1992 Subaru SVX is a motorized ode to Walter Mitty, a car from the James Thurber School of Design. Everything about it is fantasy, which is why it attracts attention wherever it goes.

Consider the SVX's upper body. From a distance, it appears to be all glass, which it is -- and isn't. Actually, it is a series of glass sheets, artfully attached to a rigid steel frame. The glass extends to the roof, where the steel frame widens to support a sliding glass panel. The look is that of a jet fighter canopy. 

The side windows are dream pieces, too. They are windows within windows, constituents of a whimsical but somewhat dysfunctional design borrowed from concept cars of auto shows. Most people, however, notice only the whimsy. They get frothy when the power-operated side windows drop down, leaving the seemingly all-glass overhang.

And then there is the matter of the SVX's interior. There is nothing of the dowdy, utilitarian Subaru of old here. It is a place of real leather and apparent suede -- "apparent" because the fabric in question is Ecsaine, a synthetic fiber that is tougher than suede.

Background: The SVX is Subaru's entry in the performance luxury market, a place inhabited by people who view driving as entertainment. Psychographically, they are different from traditional Subaru owners, who regard driving as a chore best done with functional vehicles of limited styling and cost.

The attitudinal difference might explain why the SVX is getting the cold shoulder in places such as Alaska, Colorado, Maine and New Hampshire -- longtime Subaru strongholds. Perhaps, it also says something about why the four-wheel-drive SVX is causing a minor sensation in California and other Sun-belt states, where Subaru cars often were regarded as unpleasant automotive oddities. The SVX cars -- the base LS, the upscale LS-L, and the tested XR sport version -- are sensational enough to catch on nationally. California doesn't have all of America's wild people.

Complaints: A love-hate relationship with the SVX's glass canopy. I love it because it attracts so much attention, and hate it because my left arm bangs against the overhang portion whenever I try to pick up a trip ticket or pay a toll at a booth.

Praise: A terrific road car, a truly neat mobile for people who love driving. The mostly glass top provides superior visibility. The interior, which accommodates four occupants, is akin to a suite in a luxury hotel. Overall body build is tight. Besides the air bag and automatic four-wheel drive, the SVX has as standard equipment: four-wheel, fully independent suspension system, four-wheel-disc brakes with anti-lock control, double-side galvanized metal and 16-inch performance tires.

Head-turning quotient: Getting out of turnpike rest stops with the SVX was difficult. People would gather 'round it, debate the merits of its glass top. I sort of had to ask their permission to leave.

Ride, acceleration and handling: Excellent ride and handling and very good acceleration, although the SVX's electronically controlled, four-speed automatic transmission did not shift as smoothly as I would have liked. Braking is excellent. The car has a horizontally opposed, six-cylinder ("flat six"), double-overhead-cam, 24-valve engine rated 230 horsepower at 5,400 rpm.

Sound system: Eight-speaker, AM/FM stereo radio and cassette with compact disc player. Subaru installed. Excellent.

Mileage: About 23 to the gallon (18.5-gallon tank, estimated 415-mile range on usable volume of recommended 92-octane unleaded), running one to four occupants, mostly highway.

Price: Base price on the tested SVX XR is $ 28,350. Dealer's invoice price is $ 24,877. Price as tested is $ 28,874, including $ 129 in "dealer preparation charges" and $ 395 in transportation charges. The SVX line starts at $ 25,000 with the LS model.

The Gazette (Montreal, Quebec) 
October 26, 1991, Saturday, FINAL EDITION 
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BODY: 
As if the automotive world needed another one, Subaru claims to have created a new niche with its SVX luxury/sports coupe. 

While you can take the promotional hoo-hah with a grain of salt - I don't think anyone seriously expects buyers to go walk up to a salesperson and say: "Show me your balanced luxury performance coupes" - when you stop to think about it, there aren't very many other carmakers producing machinery like this. 

And for once, Subaru seems to have produced a sports machine that actually looks like a normal automobile instead of something out of Tom Swift and His Atomic Sports Car. 

The SVX is a fast, comfortable, sexy-looking, good-handling and expensive ($ 36,000) car that has a combination of technological features and luxury that's hard to find elsewhere. Under the hood is a 3.3-litre horizontally opposed, double- overhead camshaft six-cylinder engine, with 24 valves that pumps out about 230 horsepower and 224 foot-pounds of torque. 

This lively powerplant (it actually begins to sound like its Boxer ancestor from Ferrari at high rpm) is hooked to a sophisticated four-speed automatic transmission and all-wheel-drive system that automatically adjusts the balance of power between front and rear wheels according to driving conditions. 

A computer monitors such things as throttle opening, the speed of the car, differences between the speed of the front and rear wheels, and the gear-lever position to determine the distribution of torque. 

The transmission's computer also works with the engine computer to cut power for a microsecond during shifts, to allow for smoother shifting. 

Purists will be unhappy that a manual gearbox is not available. Subaru will tell you that it doesn't matter, that the automatic is as good as a stick. 

Sorry. It's a dandy automatic, with smooth shifts, good response to throttle inputs and a "manual override" feature that allows you to shift it like a manual, but it ain't a stick. 

In addition to all the equipment that helps you go fast, the SVX is well equipped to slow you down. 

A four-channel anti-lock braking system for the four-wheel disc brakes is standard. 

The suspension is fully independent and, working in tandem with the four-wheel-drive system, allows spirited driving under almost any conditions. 

The SVX clings to a curving road the way lint sticks to my blazer, and traction is available at all times. 

I can't wait to try one of these in winter. 

Other manufacturers - Audi, for example - have similarly sophisticated all-wheel-drive systems, incoroporating fluid couplings and so forth, but most all-wheel-drive setups in less expensive cars aren't nearly as sophisticated. 

The Eagle Talon/Plymouth Laser, that punchy little duo from the Chrysler/Mitsubishi operation called Diamond Star, offer plenty of bang for the buck with turbocharged, twin-cam engines and all-wheel drive, but they lack both the space and panache offered by the SVX. 

And there's no question the SVX has style. 

New glass technologies (like those that have allowed such space ships as the Pontiac TranSport/Chevy Lumina APV) have allowed designers to create shapes that bear more than a passing resemblence to the canopy of a jet fighter. 

Visibility out of this smooth cocoon is terrific for a car of this type, where the rear C-pillars usually block out most three-quarter vision to the rear. 

There are a couple of stylistic touches that don't work, however, especially the partial side windows that are outlined by the heavy black line of the seal. 

Essentially, the windows in the doors are two-part affairs, where the smaller insert can open and close while the main sheet stays put. 

Anyone with good peripheral vision is going to be bothered by those black lines that run across the side windows, and while buffeting is reduced by virtue of the smaller window opening, so is practicality. 

Try pulling up to the drive-through window at McDonald's when you've got a couple of hungry kids in the back seat. 

Ergonomically, the SVX is a delight, with controls easily accessible and easy to read. 

The sound system, a compact affair that incorporates an AM/FM radio, cassette deck and CD player, is tucked neatly into the vertical centre console and can be covered with a hinged panel to keep it safe from the wrong kinds of eyes. 

The SVX gets both an air bag and motorized seat belts. 

There's not a ton of space behind the front seats, as everyone has come to expect from cars like these, but the SVX is by no means the worst offender when it comes to a cramped rear seat. The rear storage compartment, which is a trunk, not a hatchback, is adequate. 

Subaru, which has enjoyed a new lease on life thanks to its excellent Legacy sedan, has a good car in the SVX. 

But new market niche or not, it's a pricey beast that will have to lure buyers away from the likes of BMW, Acura, Lexus and Infiniti - not an easy task. 


The Toronto Star
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Mated to an electronically-controlled 4-speed automatic that can also be shifted manually or locked in individual gears, the transmission tries to perform double duty as a manual gearbox. 

For most SVX owners, the automatic's crisp shifts will serve more than adequately. Unfortunately, the lethargic import car market and the SVX's slow sales in particular have prevented Subaru from liberating the cash required to develop a manual transaxle that could accommodate 230 horsepower. 

One aspect of the SVX's interior that bears no criticism is the amazing lack of wind noise at highway speeds. Largely attributable to the convex shape of its unique two-piece windows, the SVX is so quiet, even at supra-legal speeds, that the predominant noise is the thumping of tires over uneven pavement. Few interiors can match the serenity of the SVX's cabin.

Underlining its eccentricity, Subaru built one of the ugliest and poorest-selling sports cars of the 1980s. The XT6 was shaped like three blocks of cheddar, powered by a flat six-cylinder based on the four and wasn't cheap.

Copyright 1992, The Commercial Appeal  
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HEADLINE: SUBARU SVX TAKES ORDERS;
NEW FLAGSHIP STABLE, SURE ON THE ROAD

BYLINE: Ann M. Job; The Associated Press

BODY:
There's a new car for control freaks.

People who demand quick, unswerving obedience will find the uniquely styled 1992 Subaru SVX an extremely satisfying vehicle.

With full-time four-wheel-drive and 225/50 VR 16 performance Bridgestone tires, this new Subaru flagship is stable and sure-footed, especially on slick roads.

The 3.3-liter, fuel-injected, six-cylinder and four-speed automatic transmission smoothly power the car. Yet there's plenty of performance in this low-slung luxury sports coupe: Horsepower is 230 at 5,400 revolutions per minute, and with torque of 224 pound-feet at 4,400 rpm, you'll find yourself up to 60 miles an hour from a standstill in just 7.6 seconds. 

The SVX can perform virtually as well when already traveling at good speeds, coming on with a strong, steady surge during passing, for example.

Slam on the brakes in bumper-to-bumper traffic and you're liable to be the only one who stops so swiftly, stably, and keeps positioned in a perfectly straight line. Such is the control quotient of the SVX and the masterful working of its 11-inch-plus, four-wheel discs and antilock brake system.

Try to maneuver around obstacles - even at high speeds - and the SVX responds with little fuss. The vehicle offered for testing included the $ 3,000 optional touring package with road-speed-variable, power-assisted steering that made handling deceptively easy.

The car, styled by famed Italian designer Giorgetto Giugiaro and priced at $ 25,000, was named one of 100 best new products for 1992 by Popular Science magazine. Subaru also boasts that it won a Popular Mechanics design and engineering award, was selected as one of Automobile magazine's All Stars for 1992, and heralded as Car of the Year by Automotive Industries magazine.

The design is indeed a head-turner, bringing lots of questions from onlookers during recent test outings. Many asked about the jet-fighter-like side windows: The top glass portion is stationary, only the lower cutout portion opens - so watch it when you order that superlarge Coke at the drive- through.

The window design gives the SVX a large glass area and an airy feeling inside. They can remain open in just about any weather without letting in excessive wind and rain.

Some may find the black rubber strip separating the stationary and moving window areas distracting. It doesn't block your view but is always in your peripheral vision. After a few days in the tester, I stopped noticing it.

The interior is tasteful, with comfortable front bucket seats finished in optional leather in the test car. Otherwise, the seats, like the dashboard and door armrests, are covered in a durable, synthetic suede called Escaine developed for clothing.

Some other areas on the SVX dash have obviously fake plastic wood. A small plastic panel keeps the sound system controls out of sight; touch a button on the panel and it slides out of the way so you can tune the stereo or put in a cassette.

Ventilation is superb, though a loud cracking sound came from near the windshield of the test vehicle when I cold-started the car and turned the heater immediately to 85 degrees. It disappeared as the car warmed up and a company spokesman said he was unfamiliar with any such complaint.

There also was some road noise, and the two-person, sculpted back seat, with a center console extending across the middle of the floor, is not comfortable for adults. It's tight on headroom, and legroom, too, is at a premium.

The SVX comes with a host of luxury-car features, such as a remote door lock and security system, power windows and mirrors, cruise control and automatic climate control.

It requires unleaded premium, with fuel economy of 17 miles per gallon in the city and 25 mpg on the highway. Despite the car's sporty nature, no manual transmission is offered.

For safety, both front-seat passengers in the SVX have motorized shoulder belts. The driver also has an air bag in the steering wheel.

Subaru says sales of the car, in dealer showrooms since Oct. 1, have averaged about 350 per month. The car does not replace a previous model, though Subaru has dropped its wedge-shaped XT from its lineup.

The company said the Acura Legend, which has less horsepower and less torque than the SVX and does not offer four-wheel-drive, is a competitor. The Legend coupe starts at $ 31,300.

The Mitsubishi 3000GT, which has a top-of-the-line, turbo-charged, all- wheel-drive model - the VR-4 - also was cited. Base prices for the 3000GT range from $ 20,049 to $ 32,800.

Because the SVX is a new vehicle, Consumer Reports does not list owner trouble reports.
