
Re: ECU MOD 

 
 
NUMBER: 11-44-93 
 
DATE: 10/04/93 
 
APPLICABILITY 
1992 AND 1993 SVX 
 
SUBJECT: 
SVX ACCELERATION LOGIC CONTROL 
 
The SVX ECM has a built-in logic which controls the vehicle acceleration from a standing start. The logic 
controls the power during light to medium acceleration. THIS CONDITION IS "NORMAL", and no repair 
attempts should be made to change it.  This condition is sometimes mis-diagnosed as a hesitation. 
 
If a customer complains of a hesitation and it is not the normal condition as described above, make sure 
the customer is using premium fuel. A check of all basic engine functions should be performed to make 
sure they are all normal. If all engine functions are found to be normal, follow the procedures below. 
 
CAUTION: BEFORE WORKING ON THE ECM, REMOVE THE STATIC CHARGE FROM YOUR BODY BY  
MOMENTARILY TOUCHING AN EARTH GROUND, SUCH AS: A COLD WATER PIPE, METAL BUILDING 
SUPPORT BEAM OR A CLEAN, METAL AREA OF THE VEHICLE.  
 
1)  Remove the ECM from the vehicle and remove the six screws securing the cover of the ECM. 
NOTE: If the ECM has a ROM installed into the ROM socket, the tan resistor should be cut and/or 
removed. (See Service Bulletin 02-87-92). 
 
2)  Locate the black noise suppressor as shown in Figure 1. 
 
3)  Wrap the noise suppressor with electrical tape. 
 
4)  CAUTION: SAFETY GLASSES MUST BE WORN DURING THIS PROCEDURE. Holding the ECM upside 
down or on its side, grasp the black barrel shaped portion of the noise suppressor with needle nose pliers. 
Slowly squeeze the noise suppressor until the barrel shaped portion is crushed. "DO NOT USE A TWISTING 
MOTION.  "Be extra careful not to cut the wire which runs through the center of the suppressor. If the 
wire is cut or broken the ECM must be replaced. 
 
5)  Holding the ECM upside down, remove the tape from the noise suppressor and lightly shake the ECM 
to make sure all the crushed particles are out of the circuit board. 
NOTE: IF THE ECM DOES NOT HAVE A ROM INSTALLED INTO THE ROM SOCKET, DO NOT CUT  THE TAN 
RESISTOR. 
 
6)  Reinstall the ECM into the vehicle, and clear the memory using the select monitor. 
 
Note:  A modified ECM will be incorporated in production beginning with 94MY vehicles. Modified ECMs 
can be identified by a black dot next to the parts number label. 
 
 
 
FLAT RATE INFORMATION 
 
This operation can be claimed under the Subaru Limited Warranty, if applicable, using the information:  
   

 
 



 
 

1/92 and 6/91 ECUs 
 

 
 

Internal View of the ECU 



 
 

6/91 ECU – No Noise Suppressor Bead to Crush 
 

 
 

1/92 ECU – With Resistor and Black Noise Suppressor Bead 



 
 

1/92 - No Tan Resistor and No Black Noise Suppressor Bead to Crush 
 

 
 

6/91 Tan Resistor and Crushed Noise Suppressor Bead. 



 
 

 
 
 
 

This is a view looking up at the ECU with your head on the floor mat in front of 
the brake pedal.  To remove it, you remove 3 – 10 mm nuts. 
 
Note:  The TCU is located just above the ECU.  (See above picture) 
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