HOW THE SVX PPG PACE CAR CAME TO READING X

CAST OF CHARACTERS  (in order of appearance)

DIANA ALTMAN   “green_eyed_lady”   SVX World Network

TOM SALVINO

    Marketing Communications Analyst   Subaru of America 
Manages the day to day operations of Drive and Drive Performance magazines.

Drive is published four times annually and is sent to approximately 900,000 households. Drive Performance is published three times annually and is sent to approximately 160,000 owners of Subaru vehicles and performance enthusiasts.

Manages the owner’s website, My.Subaru.com  with a membership of about 300,000 owners.
JOHN HOFFMAN   “svxcess”   Network Officer, SVX World Network

JAMES HAN

    National Marketing Department

    Motorsports Marketing Manager   Subaru of America

   Former Manager, Subaru Rally Team USA
EARL STEELE   “ensteele”   Executive Director, SVX World Network
JANET LOHMAN

Vice-President, Colorado 500

WALLY DALLENBACH, SR.

Indy Car Chief Steward and PPG Pace Car Evaluator for the Subaru SVX

JOE AQUILANTE

   President, Phoenix Performance Inc,  Phoenix Motorsports
  Co-owner, ICY/Phoenix Racing /  SRRT Subaru Road Racing Team

Phoenix Performance, Inc., specializes in the preparation and fabrication of racecars based on factory street cars. The shop performs all facets of competition preparation and offers competitive tuning solutions:

Design and fabrication and tuning, including complete powertrain management, suspension, transmissions, engines, gearboxes, differentials, rollcages, as well as all current safety equipment.
On March 25, 2008, Diana Altman,“green_eyed_lady” on the network, sent the following letter to Drive Performance Magazine   Subaru of America. This was almost a month before Reading 9 and she was hoping to make that event just a little more special…
What follows are the actual emails, replies, and forwarded messages that transpired over almost a year. Like a puzzle which slowly comes together, a piece at a time, the picture slowly unfolds…

Mar. 25, 2008

From: Diana Altman <green_eyed_lady@yahoo.com>

To:     driveperformance@subaru.com
Sent:  Tue, 25 Mar 2008  2:51PM

Subject: SVX World Network's Annual “Reading Meet”
Dear Sirs;

Once again, the SVX World Network (http://www.subaru-svx.net) is holding their annual “Reading Meet” in Morgantown, PA on the third weekend in April.  It is the ninth annual gathering and we are expecting between 35 and 50 SVX's to be there (more or less, depending on the weather.)

It would be nice to have some recognition from the Subaru community.  I'm sure there are many who would be surprised to find that there is such a dedicated following for a 15-year-old discontinued-model car.  Many of us are die-hard Subaru fans who wouldn't buy or drive anything else.

We have been trying, unsuccessfully, for years to have the PPG Pace Car make an appearance at one of our meets.  If there is any way this could be arranged, please email me back with the pertinent contact information and I will forward it to the appropriate Network personnel.  If it cannot be arranged for this year, next year will be the tenth anniversary of the Annual Meet, and the Pace Car would be the crowning jewel of our celebration.

Thank you for your time and I truly hope this will be given serious consideration.

Sincerely,

Diana Altman

(green_eyed_lady on the SVX World Network)
Reply: Apr. 17, 2008
From:  Drive Magazine <drive@SUBARU.com>

To:      Diana Altman <green_eyed_lady@yahoo.com>
Sent:    Thu, 17 Apr 2008  8:51AM
RE:  SVX World Network's Annual “Reading Meet”
Hi Diana,

Thanks for visiting Drive.Subaru and for letting us know about the SVX Reading Meet.
Your contact for the SVX Pace Car is James Han, here at Subaru of America Headquarters.  James (Jhan@subaru.com) should be contacted a couple months prior to the event next year to check into the availability of the Pace Car.

I wish you much success with your event this year (and hopefully good weather! too), and please don't hesitate to contact James Han toward the beginning of 2009.  Again, thanks for writing.

Best Regards,
Tom Salvino

Subaru of America

Owner Communications Analyst

Once she received that reply, Diana sent me a copy of the original email and their response. I asked her if I might try to see what I could do, as a representative of the Network. It was too late for Reading 9, but the tenth anniversary request might carry a little more weight, and give them enough time to consider it..
She agreed and thus it became an enthusiastic endeavor to see if it could become a reality. Now “svxcess” is known not to give up too easily and become discouraged, and so the team of “Di” and “Never Say Die” was born… but could we convince Subaru of America to embrace this idea? 
Using Tom Salvino’s recommendation on how to proceed and who to contact, my first email was directed to James Han, National Marketing Department, Subaru of America, Inc. So let’s get going…

Apr. 24, 2008

From:  John Hoffman <jhoffman44@hotmail.com>
To:      James Han <jhan@SUBARU.com>
Sent:   Thu, 24 Apr  2008  2:06PM
Subject: SVX PPG Pace Car availability in 2009

Dear Mr. Han,
My name is John Hoffman and I am one of the Network Officers of the SVX World Network, an organization of 2400 members worldwide, dedicated to this marvelous automobile. Tom Salvino, Owners Communication Analyst at SOA, suggested we contact you directly.

Once again, the SVX World Network (http://www.subaru-svx.net) will be holding their annual 'Reading Meet' in Morgantown, PA from Thursday, April 16 - Sunday, April 19, 2009.  It is the 10th anniversary gathering and we are expecting between 70 and 80 SVX's to be there and 100 members (more or less, depending on the weather.)

In 2002, we received wonderful recognition and support from SIA in Lafayette, Indiana. The SVX 10th Anniversary celebration was held there and people came from all over the United States and Canada to attend. Masayoshi Nagano, SIA President and CEO, made sure SVX designers and engineers who worked on the project were in attendance to answer our many questions and provide personal insights.

It is nice to have some recognition from the Subaru community.  I'm sure there are many who would be surprised to find that there is still such a dedicated following for a 15-year-old discontinued-model car.  Almost all of us are die-hard Subaru fans who wouldn't buy or drive anything else.

Earl Steele, Executive Director of the Network, owns 16 SVXs, striving for every color and every year. He just added a right-hand-drive JDM 1992 to his collection.

We have been trying, unsuccessfully, for years to have the PPG Pace Car make an appearance at one of our meets. This car, along with the original SVX prototype, as displayed at the 1989 Tokyo Auto Show, has consistently generated much enthusiasm. When the PPG Pace Car made an appearance at the 2008 Philadelphia Auto Show, some members drove as far as 1000 miles to see this piece of SVX history.

If there is any way this could be arranged, please email me back with the pertinent contact information and I will forward it to the appropriate Network personnel.  Next year will be the tenth anniversary of the Reading Meet, and the Pace Car would definitely be the crowning jewel of our celebration.

If this is not feasible, another interesting alternative might be a caravan of SVXs from Morgantown, PA to Cherry Hill to see the infamous Subaru Performance 'Attic', where the Pace Car, and others, make their home. It is only an hour's drive and would be a truly memorable experience!

Thank you for your time and I truly hope this request will be given serious consideration.

 Sincerely,

John Hoffman
SVX World Network Officer

('svxcess' on the SVX World Network)

I am enclosing a panoramic photo of last week's Reading 9 meet and a photo of my 1996 Polo Green SVX. Also, here is the link to the photos from this year's Reading 9, held last weekend.

http://www.subaru-svx.net/forum/showthread.php?t=44393
Reply: May 4, 2008
From: James Han <JHan@SUBARU.com>
To:     John Hoffman <jhoffman44@hotmail.com>
Sent:  Thu, 4 May 2008  7:58PM
RE:  SVX PPG Pace Car availability in 2009

Dear John,

Thanks for your email and apologies on the belated response.  I would like to support your event next year by fulfilling your request. Although no promises can be made at this time, I have made inquiries to that effect.

I will update you once I can confirm vehicle availability either way.

Kind regards,

James Han

National Marketing Department

Subaru of America, Inc.

856.488.3261

At least they were considering the request and were willing to make inquiries about its feasibility. So the next day I forwarded a copy of that email to Diana, and added…

FW: May 5, 2008

From: John Hoffman <jhoffman44@hotmail.com>
To:     Diana Altman <green_eyed_lady@yahoo.com>
Sent:   Mon, 5 May 2008  6:29PM

FW: RE: SVX PPG Pace Car availability in 2009‏

Diana,
Things may be looking up; at least we got a positive initial response from someone with the authority to help make this a reality.

If it is possible, I think it would make be a great surprise to keep it a secret and just have the Pace Car  just “appear” at Reading. The same goes with the “drive”. If the Pace Car can't be brought to Reading, a trip to the “Attic” would be a really great surprise caravan event!

Of course, making this public should sure boost attendance. The problem is that when we finally get confirmation that it will happen, it may be too late to add rooms to the block. We'll just play it by ear at this point.

John
In Tom Salvino’s earlier email, it said that James Han should be contacted a couple months prior to the event next year to check into the availability of the Pace Car.  NEXT YEAR? I am not a very patient person, and the idea of waiting 9 months to make another inquiry about this was something that drove me crazy.
But maybe reminding him in 6 months, close to the end of the year, might be something that would work. Maybe I could tell him about some of the events of Reading 8 to peak his interest. So just before Thanksgiving 2008, I sent James Han a second email…

November 20, 2008

From:  John Hoffman <jhoffman44@hotmail.com>

To:      Han, James <JHan@SUBARU.com> 
Sent:   Thu, 20 Nov 2008  4:09AM
RE:  SVX PPG Pace Car availability in 2009
Mr. Han,
2008 is rapidly drawing to a close and it is just about 21 weeks (147 days and counting) until the Reading X Tenth Anniversary Meet. This is shaping up to be the best Reading meet ever, with almost 60 members committed to attend so far. We should easily break 100 attendees by the end of January.

I am just following up on my request to see if any additional information is available concerning the PPG Pace Car.  I am keeping this a secret until the last minute. If you are in any way able to accommodate our request, only then will I provide a “teaser” that this will be unlike any Reading meet ever with a surprise appearance of someone or something that could never be imagined!

The highlight of last year's Reading IX was the SVX Raffle car. Tickets were sold for $20.00 each. The donated car was a Claret and Black 1992 SVX. The car was completely reconditioned by AWD, Inc. (http://www.allwelldrive.net) and converted to a 5-speed Legacy manual transmission. This raised over $1,000 for the network

The car was won by a member known has “SVXBart” from Baltimore, MD.

But he most incredible thing was that Bart, before his win, owned an identical 1992 Claret and black SVX which AWD, Inc.(located in West Creek, NJ) had installed a 5-speed Legacy manual transmission about 9 months before. So Bart is now the happy father of identical twins!! Photos are attached of the raffle car, the moment of winning and the two identical clarets back home.

Any information you can provide would be greatly appreciated. If none is available, I will wait to hear from you concerning the Pace Car availability.

The Reading Tenth Anniversary is a milestone event. Once it is over, we will begin planning for the 20th Anniversary Meet. This will be held in July of 2011 (The 20th Anniversary of the first SVX to hit the American road) As far as we can determine, the first SVX was sold and registered in California during the last half of July, 1991. We have no idea of it whereabouts or fate.

Sorry for the long email, but this is a very enthusiastic subject for us and we will be eternally grateful for Subaru's decision to develop and introduce this technological marvel to the automotive community. We also regularly update and maintain the Subaru Alcyone SVX article on Wikipedia.  http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Subaru_Alcyone_SVX
Thanks again for you willingness to do whatever you can.
Sincerely,

John

If you ever need to contact me personally, I would welcome the opportunity. My cell phone is 410-746-6770
Reply: November 20, 2008

From: James Han <JHan@SUBARU.com>
To:     John Hoffman <jhoffman44@hotmail.com>
Sent:   Thu, 20 Nov 2008  9:45AM
RE:  SVX PPG Pace Car availability in 2009
John,
Thanks for the follow-up email.  I believe that car is available for your meet, and I'm looking to assess whether it can be displayed at your event.  I hope to have a response to you within a few weeks. This is an unusual request and there are certain legal and insurance concerns., as well as setting a precedent. If your request is granted, it would be the first time this car would appear at a private, non-commercial event.
Very neat on your group raising money towards a chance to win the reconditioned SVX.  BTW-thanks for the countdown (by weeks and days); but who's counting? j/k

Regards,
James
James Han │ National Marketing Department │Subaru of America, Inc. │856.488.3261

WOW!, A response from Subaru in a little over 5 hours… and what a response! Hopefully this encouraging news will get better and in a few weeks we will know if the dream will become a reality in 2009. Seems they are interested and that’s what counts in something like this.
I couldn’t wait to share this great news and so I forwarded the email to Diana and added:


FW: Nov. 20, 2008

‏

From: John Hoffman <jhoffman44@hotmail.com>

To:     Diana Altman <green_eyed_lady@yahoo.com>

Sent:  Thu, 20 Nov 2008 11:32AM
FW: RE: SVX PPG Pace Car availability in 2009

Attachments:  Claret raffle car.jpg (187.7 KB), Happy Winner.jpg (123.2 KB), Bart's cars.jpg (173.5 KB)

Di,

Things may be looking up! I want to keep this quiet until the very last minute (Maybe 5 minutes before the car is supposed to show up? I'll keep you informed

John

attached are the raffle car photos I sent him:
It’s now 2009 and what a better way to start the New Year by once again bugging my new favorite Subaru contact. I always gave him the respect of his position in earlier emails by addressing him as Mr. Han. With less formality in his replies, he always addressed me as John. So since he considered me as a friend, I decided to get onto a first-name basis with him. It’s always easier to ask for what you want that way and not seem too pushy.  Okay, James here we go... 
Maybe grease his palm with a little implied financial assistance from our end — not a bribe, but a sincere attempt to show that we are serious about this and not looking for a free ride or a handout. Might just work.

Jan. 1 2009

From:  John Hoffman <jhoffman44@hotmail.com>
To:      James Han <JHan@SUBARU.com>
Sent:   Thu, 1 Jan 2009  12:52PM

RE:  SVX PPG Pace Car availability in 2009

James,

It is now the beginning of 2009 and Reading X is less than 15 weeks away. We are in the midst of coordinating events for the meet, such as rallies, tech sessions, autocross options, etc. I also believe another Reading raffle car is in the works as well.

I was just checking in with you to see if there are any more developments on our request. If there is a problem with insurance or the costs of transporting the Pace Car, I am sure that we can find a way to compensate for any incurred expenses.

I was trying to keep this as more of a complete surprise, but if funds need to be addressed, then I would have to let other Network Officers know in advance. I am sure almost everyone in attendance, as well as the Network itself, would happily agree to contribute whatever it took to be able to experience this piece of Subaru history.

I will wait to hear from you with whatever information you can provide. If for whatever reason it cannot be done, then I would not mention anything about it, as if it was never a possibility in the first place. No disappointments to mar the event.

On a somewhat related note, do you know anything about the red prototype SVX in the attached photo? I have a few shots of this from various angles and am wondering about the history. Was this photo taken in Cherry Hill? I recognize the car in the background as the Subaru Sagres, (1993?) which never made it into production.

This would be another interesting vehicle to see if the Pace Car was unavailable. The feature of this car that would attract the most enthusiasm is the one-piece spoiler/trunk lid design. We have had a couple of members, who are proficient in fiberglass fabrication, attempt to replicate this feature, but without much success.

I am looking forward to hearing from you. I really appreciate all of the efforts you are making on our behalf in trying to make this a most special event. Once this is over, we will get back to planning the 20th SVX Anniversary meet for 2011. SOA and SIA made the 10th Anniversary Meet at the Lafayette plant a most incredible experience; I am sure they would be willing to participate in some way in the 20th Anniversary Celebration as well.
Back in 2002, the number of Subarus owned by the members of the Network totaled just a little under 9,000 vehicles. (About 45% of the membership owned 2 or more Subarus, in addition to their SVX.) In fact I just recently purchased a 2009 Forester XT turbo for my wife to replace her 2006 Outback 3.0R wagon. She really loves this one and would never have considered any kind of SUV before this.

And our resident hoarder, Earl Steele, bought himself a 1996 Polo Green SVX with 95,000 miles, as a Christmas present to himself. All he needs is a 1997 Ebony Pearl to have one of every color and every year. His current SVX count is now 17 cars!

Best regards for a happy and prosperous New Year,

John
Reply: Jan 1, 2009

From: James Han (JHan@SUBARU.com)

To:     John Hoffman <jhoffman44@hotmail.com>

Cc:    Tom Salvino <TSalvino@subaru.com>
Sent:  Thu, 1 Jan 2009  2:00PM
RE: SVX PPG Pace Car availability in 2009

John, 

Happy New Year, and thanks for the follow-up email.
Without confirming 100% just yet, I can at least verify that the SVX Pace Car is available, as well as enclosed transport, although it has been the funding portion that has delayed the final decision. It's good to hear that your organization may be willing to consider participating in expenses.

I've discussed the request and placed your request in the capable hands of Tom Salvino from our Owner Retention/Communications group.

One of us will provide a final decision to you by mid-next week.

BTW-I'm not familiar with the car in the photo although it looks to have been taken in front of what looks to be a Subaru dealership building.  Also, 17 SVX units should officially be characterized as 'fanatical'!

Regards,

JH

Days of anxious waiting were ahead of me. What would that final decision be?

Wait a minute! I just realized I had said that if funding was an issue, I was ready to pledge Network funds on the spot, without prior permission. What if he said it would be much more than I thought? Since Subaru had deep pockets and were only looking for us to “participate” in the expenses, how bad could it be? 

After all, it’s only a 125 mile round trip on a turnpike for God’s sake. Better let someone in a position of higher authority here know what I have just done.

I had to officially inform the network of the current situation and what I had done. Who would be as enthusiastic about this as I was and still have the authority to commit funds? Only person crazier than me is a guy who would fly all the way across the country to hang out with a lot of Asti-swilling guys and gals… while leaving more than a dozen SVX’s alone at home (guarded only by an old armadillo laying on its back, drinking a beer)
Hello Mr. Steele…


FW: Jan, 1, 2009

From: John Hoffman <jhoffman44@hotmail.com>
To: Earl Steele <ensteele@svxwn.com>
Sent: Thu, 1 Jan 2009 3:48PM

FW: RE: SVX PPG Pace Car availability in 2009

Earl,

Tell me what you think of this latest development? I hope I didn't jump the gun and overstep any boundaries with the expenses thing; it can't be that much of an expense to go 60 miles each way. I am sure many of us would contribute to fund some of this. Think of it as an “admission” to a great show that you may never be fortunate enough to see again.

John
Reply: Jan. 2, 2009
From: Earl Steele <ensteele@svxwn.com>
To:     John Hoffman <jhoffman44@hotmail.com>
Sent:  Fri, 2 Jan 2009 12:24PM

RE: SVX PPG Pace Car availability in 2009‏

John,
 I would agree with you.  I think we can come up with some $$ for that.  Like you say, it is like admission and I am sure it would be no problem in getting what we need.

Oh, and I did see his remark:  Also, 17 SVX units should officially be characterized as 'fanatical'
 Earl
And as promised, buy the middle of the week I had a reply. I did not know what it was, but at least I had some Network backing in the funding area…
Jan. 6, 2009

From: 
James Han <JHan@SUBARU.com>
To: 
John Hoffman <jhoffman44@hotmail.com>

Cc: 
Salvino, Tom <TSalvino@subaru.com>
Sent: 
Tue, 6 Jan 2009  5:29PM

Subject: Funding

John, 

Currently, it seems that there is a $500 deficit to making the SVX appearance a reality for your event.  If we can source that amount from your group, we can 100% confirm for those event days.

Regards,

James

$500!  I get a 100% guarantee of a Pace Car appearance for only $500?  That’s just the deficit; I don’t really want to know what the actual cost is, but I am sure that they were trying to minimize our contribution as much as possible, while covering most of the costs on their own. So another forwarded email goes to the lady who started us on this journey and to the man who could assure me that we would reach our destination.

FW: Jan. 6, 2009

From:  John Hoffman <jhoffman44@hotmail.com>

To:      Earl Steele <ensteele@svxwn.com>
Cc:      Diana Altman <green_eyed_lady@yahoo.com>

Sent:    Tue, 6 Jan 2009  8:46 PM

FW: Funding (looks like we may have a surprise yet!)
WHEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEE!!!

I will get more information about what he means about those “event days”. Are they talking about an appearance for just one of the days from Thursday to Sunday, or all of the days?   If it is only one day, what day would you think is best?

John


I sent James the following email, commenting on his quote about the red prototype on the photo that I attached in an earlier message.  When I got his reply, nothing was mentioned about it.  But what he did say was so much more than I could have ever hoped for as you’ll see…
Jan 7, 2009

From: John Hoffman <jhoffman44@hotmail.com>
To:     James Han <JHan@SUBARU.com>
Sent:  Wed, 7 Jan 2009  1:41AM

Attachments:  Tokyo Auto Show.jpg (292.3 KB), t-svx04 prototype.jpg (309.4 KB), Sagres450.jpg (51.2 KB)
RE: SVX PPG Pace Car availability in 2009‏

James,

Regarding your last reply concerning the red version of the SVX prototype that debuted at the 1989 Tokyo Auto Show:
Quote: “BTW - I'm not familiar with the car in the photo, although it looks to have been taken in front of what looks to be a Subaru dealership building.”
The car in the background is definitely the Subaru Sagres, a concept car which never made it into production. It was shown at the 1994 North American International Auto Show in Detroit.

That being said, if it is not hidden away in the “performance attic”, I can't imagine that they were just casually parked at the back of some Subaru dealership when the photo was taken. Where else would concept cars be stored? Is it possible that the “home” of the Sagres is in Japan, and that both of these cars are photographed there?
Just trying to fill in all the little blanks...

John
Reply: Jan. 7, 2009

From:   James Han <JHan@SUBARU.com>
To:       John Hoffman <jhoffman44@hotmail.com>
Cc:       Tom Salvino <TSalvino@subaru.com>; Joe Aquilante <JFAPhoenix32@aol.com>
Sent:    Wed, 7 Jan  2009  9:56AM

Subject:  Details for SVX Meet‏

Hey John,

I'm available today if you'd like to ring me in the office (perhaps 2PM EST?).  Here are some details as you had requested:

Vehicle Arrival:  Friday afternoon - April 17

Vehicle Departure:  Saturday late afternoon/ early evening - April 18

(You can let me know which times for arrival departure work best and for how long the car will be displayed on Friday)
Payment can be made directly to “SUBARU ROAD RACING TEAM”.  I'll confirm the final details on that one for you and where to make payment.
Hotel accommodations will be made for the driver; can you suggest any lodging nearby to the event?

We'll need specific details on setup location, times for event open and close, etc.

It may be possible for us to also display our Legacy 2.5GT spec-B road racing car if available.  Just let me know whether or not that would be appropriate.

JH

Momentarily speechless, I finally have to climb down off that cloud I was on and share this moment.

FW: Jan. 7, 2009


      From:  John Hoffman <jhoffman44@hotmail.com>
To:     Earl Steele <ensteele@svxwn.com>
Cc:     Diana Altman <green_eyed_lady@yahoo.com>
Sent:  Wed, 7 Jan 2009  6:33 PM

FW: Details for SVX Meet‏

Earl and Diana,

This is getting better by the minute!!  I am going to contact the hotel and see if they will give us a room without charge for the driver(s) for Friday night.

I have other ideas about how to approach this and how to handle the return of whatever funds we have to put out. I will talk to you about this individually as I come up with ideas.

Actually, I would hope to secure the funds from some of us who handled the SVX Network decals (Earl, myself, newsvx, etc.) and then get reimbursed by "passing the hat" by the end of Reading. We could even charge say $10.00 for the opportunity to sit in the Pace Car, and have your photograph taken, with those proceeds going to the Network.
As far as the added bonus of displaying the Subaru Legacy 2.5 Spec-B Road Racing Car... well, just twist my arm!! I think those like true motorheads like Young Tom, svxfiles, benebob and Hocrest, etc. would really enjoy that (the Spec-B, not my arm being twisted)
Maybe we can just tell everyone the 2.5 Spec-B Road Racing Car appearance will be the "special event" at Reading to generate more interest, and maybe more attendance... and then surprise them all with the Pace Car!

Talk to you later,
John

Well the rest is just firming up the many little details and waiting. I’ll start getting anxious about 10 days out when I start checking the weather forecast, and that’s a whole other nail-biter. Not much more to do on this front for now…
But wait! After all of this hyper-activity, svxcess is still deep in supercharged mode and running at maximum boost!  Where else can I direct this energy into something somewhat related? 

Remembering the SVX Pace Car article in Drive Performance magazine gave me the answer. In the paragraph “The Making of a Pace Car” it said:
[image: image1.png]


THE MAKING OF A PACE CAR [image: image2.png]



PPG paint and a 140-mile-per-hour top end did not automatically qualify the SVX as a pace car for the racing series. Banowetz commented: “The cars were used on the actual tracks as needed during competition. The goal was to give the PPG guests and spectators ‘excitement,’ so the car had to perform. Wally Dallenbach, Sr. (Indy Car Chief Steward and PPG Pace Car evaluator) and the PPG team were not convinced that 3.3 liters and 230 horsepower would be adequate. However, after an audition at Phoenix International Raceway, Mr. Dallenbach came away surprised and impressed. The SVX was in the program.”

So where is Wally. Dallenbach today? What does he remember at 72? I was about to find out. After a lot of dead end searching, I triedWikipedia and found his present hometown in Colorado. I also found out about him being the President of the Colorado 500 Motorcycle Charity Organization. Once on that website, I found his email address, mailing address and phone.

Refill my large coffee cup with Starbuck’s finest  and hit the keyboard once again.. 

Jan 3, 2009

From: 
John Hoffman <jhoffman44@hotmail.com>
To: 
Wally Dallenbach <wallyd@colorado500.org>
Cc: 
wallyd@rof.net
Sent: 
Sat, 3 Jan 2009 11:47AM
PPG Indy Car World Series SVX Pace Car

Attachments:  SVX Pace Car Poster.jpg (12.0 KB)

Mr. Dallenbach,
It was most difficult trying to track you down through normal automotive channels; after much research, I stumbled onto the Colorado 500 website to obtain your contact information.
My name is John Hoffman, one of the Network Officers of the SVX World Network. This is a worldwide organization of almost 3,000 members, solely dedicated to the Subaru SVX. This organization is dedicated to the education of owners, potential owners, and others as to the facts of SVX ownership, to preserving the history of the SVX, and the accumulation a store of knowledge about the SVX. We have had great support from Subaru of America, who were quite surprised to find that there is still such a dedicated following for a 15-year-old discontinued-model car.  Almost all of us are die-hard Subaru fans who wouldn't buy or drive anything else.

We are preparing for one of our significant meets, the 10th Anniversary “Reading” meet, to be held in Morgantown, PA from April 16-20, 2009. With the cooperation of Subaru of America, the 1991 Subaru SVX, used as the Pace Car in the CART PPG Indy Car World Series, will be transported from Cherry Hill, NJ for the event. This will be its first appearance at a private event

It is common knowledge that you were the Indy Car Chief Steward and PPG Pace Car Evaluator during this time and, after your thorough evaluation of its performance capabilities, gave your seal of approval for its use. Here is the article by Subaru related to the Pace Car and your involvement in its selection

http://www.driveperformance.subaru.com/version4_2/attic3.asp
If there are any recollections, personal insights, or additional information you can provide on this vehicle, we would be most happy and enthusiastic to hear about them.
Thank you for your consideration of our request for our organization's celebration. The next main one is the 20th Anniversary of the SVX, to be held at the Subaru Indiana plant in Lafayette in 2011. This celebrates the 20 years since the first SVX hit the American road in 1991.

With sincere admiration for all you have contributed to the automotive performance community,

Sincerely,

John Hoffman 
SVX World Network 
Reply: Jan 6, 2008

From: 
Wally Dallenbach <wallyd@rof.net>
To: 
John Hoffman <jhoffman44@hotmail.com>
Sent: 
Tue, 6 Jan 2009  2:48PM
RE: PPG Indy Car World Series SVX Pace Car

Hi John,
Wally is traveling today and will be in Colorado for the week and then going back to Daytona.  He is aware of your request and will do his best to accommodate you. Can you advise me of your deadline? Let me know what works best for you.

Thanks,

Janet

Janet Lohman

Vice-President

Colorado 500

2561 Frying Pan Rd.

Basalt, CO 81621

(970)927-4010

Fax (970)927-4659

http://www.colorado500.org/
Jan. 6, 2009

From: 
John Hoffman <jhoffman44@hotmail.com>
To: 
Wally Dallenbach <wallyd@rof.net>
Sent:     Tue, 6 Jan 2009  8:55PM
RE: PPG Indy Car World Series SVX Pace Car

Janet,

Thanks so much for such a speedy reply! I really appreciate Wally's willingness to do this for us.

My deadline is not until April 1st, so we have plenty of time. If you think it would be better to wait until Wally returns to Colorado, then let me know.

Thanks again,

John

I anticipated the reply would be just another  “Here’s what I remember…” listing of facts, or at best a short narrative. I was not prepared for this next reply. 

Reply: Jan 7, 2009

From:  Wally Dallenbach <wallyd@rof.net>
To:      John Hoffman <jhoffman44@hotmail.com>
Sent:   Wed, 7 Jan  2009  1:45PM
RE: PPG Indy Car World Series SVX
Wally has seen the photo that you sent of the PPG Pace Car. He is quite familiar with this photograph and was not aware that it was subsequently used as a marketing poster.

Wally confirmed that he is the driver behind the wheel in this poster. It was taken on one of the many evaluation trials at Phoenix International Raceway. He has not seen the vehicle in over 15 years and was pleased to be reminded of it.

Do you have any of the posters available? If so, could you please send one to Wally for his personal collection? If you have another one, I am sure he would be happy to autograph it for you and send it back. 

Send it to his Florida address and also include your return address as well

Wally Dallenbach

2166 Spring Water Lane

Port Orange, FL 32128

Thank you,

Janet
Jan. 7, 2009

From:  John Hoffman <jhoffman44@hotmail.com>
To:      Wally Dallenbach <wallyd@rof.net>
Sent:   Wed, 7 Jan 2009  7:37PM
RE: PPG Indy Car World Series SVX Pace Car

Janet,

I have a couple of copies of this poster and would be delighted to fulfill your request by sending him one. Please have him autograph the one marked with tape on the back. It was a personal gift to me on my surprise 60th birthday by one of my friends on the network, Larry Singer.
I also have a rare, laminated Subaru parts counter mat produced by Subaru that features the same image. I would be most honored to have him autograph this as well. 

Thank you so much, I will get them in the mail to Wally next week.

John
My return address is:
John Hoffman  
2880 Staley Drive

Westminster, MD 21158
The reality of the Pace car being present at Reading X is still beyond my comprehension. I still can’t believe I was able to pull it off. Owning one of the Pace Car posters that recorded a specific moment in time for that same car in SVX history and the rare parts counter mat  is just a fortunate bonus…

But to be able to have both of those items personally autographed by the legendary Indy driver, who drove the Pace car on that very day the photo was taken, frozen in time forever…

and to be able to give him something that captured that moment to treasure, that he did not even know existed, is something that I cannot express at the moment. 
Since this last email, I have spoken with James Han twice by phone and also a wonderful phone conversation with Wally Dallenbach. He is quite surprised as well at the level of enthusiasm and dedication that is maintained by us for this particular car.
He will be in Trenton, NJ at the end of April on business and I tried my best to convince him to come out to Morgantown and reacquaint himself with the Pace Car, but his prior commitments wouldn’t allow it. I told him I would send him a lot of photos of the event. 

Jan 16, 2009
From: 
John Hoffman <jhoffman44@hotmail.com>  
To:       James Han <JHan@SUBARU.com>

Cc:       Tom Salvino <TSalvino@subaru.com>; Joe Aquilante <JFAPhoenix32@aol.com>
Sent:     Fri, 16 Jan 2009  8:37AM

Subject: RE: Details for SVX Meet

James,
I tried on several occasions to reach you this week by phone, but was unsuccessful. I left a voice message as well with this same information. If there is a specific time that is to contact you, please leave me an email or voice mail at 410-746-7770.

I hope this reply answers most of your questions- and I have one or two of my own.

Vehicle Arrival:  Friday afternoon - April 17
Vehicle Departure:  Saturday late afternoon/early evening - April 18

Two days are great, I am so happy that you were able to offer us an extended appearance!

 
You can let me know which times for arrival departure work best... 
I was hoping to have the cars show up at the Morgantown Holiday Inn somewhere around 2:00pm on Friday afternoon. It will be after lunch and most of the members will be available for your "unanticipated" arrival.
Many coming from long distances will be arriving in the late afternoon and those who could not get off from work on Friday will show up Friday evening and throughout the night.

Saturday usually the main day, so I would like the pace car to be available in the morning and through the day until around 6:00pm or so

and for how long the car will be displayed on Friday?
Close up and secure the cars on Friday night at whatever time you feel comfortable. Whoever arrives after the cars are put away for the night will have an opportunity on Saturday, although the surprise element would have been leaked by then.


Payment can be made directly to SUBARU ROAD RACING TEAM.  I'll confirm the final details on that one for you.

We already have the funds to send to you. Three of the network officers decided to pay the $500.00 from our personal accounts. In this way we haven’t involved the network for funding and it also keeps more of a surprise element as the less who know, the less likely information is going to get out.
 I am sure that once the members find out how much we did on our own to get this to happen, we could easily “pass the hat around” and collect enough to recoup our outlay. above that would go directly to the network.
 All I need from you is a contact name and an address to send the check. I would probably send it USPS with a delivery confirmation or return receipt. If you have electronic resources available, such as PayPal, we can accommodate that just as easily.  Just let me know where and when to send it. 

 Hotel accommodations will be made for the driver; can you suggest any lodging nearby to the event? 
 Accommodations are already secured.
The Holiday Inn Morgantown and especially their huge parking lot, has always been the staging area for the meets. Everything coordinates from there. I have already made arrangements with the hotel to offer your driver(s) a hotel room on Friday night at no charge. It is a large room with 2 queen beds. 
If additional rooms are needed, they may be available at our discounted room rate of $72.00 plus tax, or $82.00 per night total.
 I just need a contact name to put onto the reservation so they can check in without any problems.

The hotel has a good restaurant for breakfast and dinner and a great bar and lounge. Unless the weather is bad, most of us are in the parking lot until the wee hours. 

We'll need specific details on setup location, times for event open and close, etc.
The location for setup is very flexible and can be determined at the last minute. As I said, we commandeer a large section of the parking lot, away from traffic and congestion. There is a lot of room to have the enclosed trailer parked. There have been times when there were NHRA events going on at the hotel while we were there. 15 or so of the enclosed car carriers were there without problems.

   
Once you arrive, everything will make sense. The hotel has been very accommodating to us over the years and is excited whenever we return. They go out of their way to help us any way they can. If you have specific requirements, restrictions, or protocols that have to be addressed, please let me know so I can work them out.


It may be possible for us to also display our Legacy 2.5GT spec-B road racing car if available.  Just let me know whether or not that would be appropriate.

YES! YES! YES!  If at all possible, please bring the Spec-B.  
I have seen photos of these cars and they are exquisite! Many of our members are engineers, automotive technicians and true performance motor heads.  They have developed turbo systems, superchargers for the SVX and I know they would greatly appreciate seeing the technology and engineering that Subaru has put into these vehicles.

 
If it is available, I would use this as the “surprise appearance” to generate more enthusiasm and attendance. I would not mention the SVX. When the trailer arrives at the hotel, the spec-B could be unloaded and moved into place. While everyone’s attention is on this car, maybe the Pace Car could be unloaded and just "quietly appear". That would be the surprise to end them all.

 If the Road race car is not available, I would not mention it at all and just let your arrival on Friday be the “unadvertised surprise event” 

 
We can certainly work out any other details as the surface. As more of the schedule of events comes together, I will let you know.


I have another request that I hope you will consider, as a fund-raising opportunity for the network, but I’ll wait and talk to you directly soon, as this email is already too long. 


Thank you again for all your efforts on our behalf. I hope that you can make it to Reading to see something you will not likely see again, and to express my appreciation personally
John
Jan 17, 2009
From: 
John Hoffman <jhoffman44@hotmail.com>  
To:       James Han <JHan@SUBARU.com>

Cc:       Tom Salvino <TSalvino@subaru.com>; Joe Aquilante <JFAPhoenix32@aol.com>
Sent      Sat, 17 Jan 2009  4:02AM

Subject: SVX Meet Location and Directions
James,
Per your request in our last conversation, here is the information you requested on directions to the hotel from these locations:

The Reading X meet will be held at the Holiday Inn Morgantown, 6170 Morgantown Rd. Morgantown, PA 19543
It will run from Thursday, April 16-Sunday, April 20 around noon

The hotel is about 58 miles from Cherry Hill    Map and directions:  http://tinyurl.com/7ueykx
     and about 27 miles from Phoenixville, Pa.   Map and directions:  http://tinyurl.com/a54pn5

Here is the official Holiday Inn Morgantown website:  
http://www.ichotelsgroup.com/h/d/hi/1/en/hotel/mgnpa


I hope this helps. I am sure your group uses GPS anyway. I will be back in touch with you very soon.

John

89 days....  (12.72 weeks...)
Reply:  Jan 17, 2009

From: 
 James Han <JHan@SUBARU.com>
To:       John Hoffman <jhoffman44@hotmail.com>  

Cc:       Tom Salvino <TSalvino@subaru.com>; Joe Aquilante <JFAPhoenix32@aol.com>

Sent:     Sat, 17 Jan, 2009  4:48PM
Subject: RE: SVX Meet Location and Directions

John,

Thx very much for that info as it is very helpful.
Thanks very much for arranging the hotel accommodations.  I will have Joe email you with the driver's name to place on room reservation. 

Concerning where to send the check, please make payments payable to: SRRT Phoenix LLC

Mail to:

Phoenix Performance

481 Schuylkill Road

Phoenixville, PA  19460

610.482.0141

ATTN:  JOE AQUILANTE

We definitely will be bringing one of the Legacy 2.5GT spec-B Road racing cars.
We'll make sure to email if there are any further questions. We're looking forward to the event and appearance.
 

Regards,
 

JH
And so, without the least amount of hesitation, Earl (ensteele) sent me a PayPal payment, as did Harry (newsvx). I provided the remainder and sent the $500.00 check as requested. I know our efforts will be appreciated and that we will get back the money we invested in this project, through the donations of those attending Reading. 
But for now, we wait… that’s the hardest part.


Jan 23, 2009

From: 
John Hoffman <jhoffman44@hotmail.com>  

To:       James Han <JHan@SUBARU.com>

Cc:       Tom Salvino <TSalvino@subaru.com>; Joe Aquilante <JFAPhoenix32@aol.com>

Sent     Fri, 23 Jan 2009  5:26PM
Subject: SRRT Check Mailed Today
James,

 The check in the amount of $500.00, made payable to SRRT PHOENIX LLC, has been sent this morning to the address you supplied in your last email.  It was sent by USPS Priority Mail with delivery confirmation and should get there Monday.

 I have been on the icyphoenixracing.com website and the team vehicles and action photos are absolutely incredible! As we get closer, I would like to be able to post a photo on the network of the actual car that will be at the event. Would you happen to know the number of the car that will be available? (111 or 141?)

We are still planning on trying to keep the pace car as a total surprise if possible. We can discuss the finer details on this when the time comes.

 Again, my deepest appreciation for everything that has been done on your behalf in making the tenth anniversary meet the best one ever!

John 

(PS.  Is there any possibility that I could persuade someone in power get one of the SRRT baseball caps for my collection? I would really appreciate it)
 

Reply:  Feb 10, 2009

From: 
JHan@SUBARU.com

To:       jhoffman44@hotmail.com

Cc:      TSalvino@subaru.com; JFAPhoenix32@aol.com

Sent:    Tue, 10 Feb 2009  4:39PM

Subject: RE: SRRT Check Mailed Today

John,
 

I’ll ask Joe to deposit the check which was confirmed received.  He will be the proper contact as far as logistical details go for the meet and cars transportation.  Thanks again.
 

Kind regards,
 

James
Feb 10, 2009

‏

From: 
John Hoffman <jhoffman44@hotmail.com>  

To:       James Han <JHan@SUBARU.com>

Cc:       Tom Salvino <TSalvino@subaru.com>; Joe Aquilante <JFAPhoenix32@aol.com>

Sent: 
Tue, 10 Feb 2009  10:36 PM

Subject: RE: SRRT Check Mailed Today

James,

The item that needs addressing soon is the name to put on the hotel reservation for Friday night. Who should I contact concerning this?

I will wait for Joe to contact me as things continue to develop further.

I assumed the PPG Pace Car logistics were the responsibility of you and Tom Salvino, while the SRRT race car and transportation of both vehicles was Joe's responsibility. If I am in error, please correct me.

Has there been a determination yet of which car will be at the event? No. 111 or 141? I would like to publicize this part of the event about a month ahead of time.

I hope to hear from any or all of you very soon.

Thanks again,

John

Reply:  Feb 10, 2009

‏

From: 
JFAPhoenix32@aol.com

To: 
jhoffman44@hotmail.com

Cc: 
jhan@subaru.com

Sent: 
Tue, 10 Feb 2009  10:42 PM

Subject: RE:  SRRT Check Mailed Today

Good evening John,
 
I am expecting to send car 111, but that is dependent on the condition of the car following the most immediate testing and races.

 

We have not assigned a driver to the hauler at this point. Why not put two names on the hotel room?   Either Jason Lang or Klevis Prifti will be making the event.

Let me know if you have any other questions.

 

Joe

 


Joseph F. Aquilante.

PHOENIX PERFORMANCE, INC.
481 Schuylkill Rd
Phoenixville, Pa. 19460
610-482-0141 Fax: 610-482-0142

Reply:  Feb 10, 2009

From: 
JHan@SUBARU.com

To:       jhoffman44@hotmail.com  

Cc:       TSalvino@subaru.com; JFAPhoenix32@aol.com

Sent:    Wed, 11 Feb, 2009  8:15PM

Subject: RE: SRRT Check Mailed Today

John-
 

Also, just an FYI:  Tom is helping to coordinate the paperwork to secure the SVX pace car while SRRT will be managing the physical logistics of both units to/from your event.
 

I noticed that Joe responded to your other questions.  Finally, we'll see if there is any team wear that we can have brought with us for limited distribution.
 

Please advise if you have any other questions.

James

Mar 1, 2009

From: 
John Hoffman <jhoffman44@hotmail.com>  

To:       Tom Salvino  <TSalvino@subaru.com>

Sent      Sun, 1 Mar, 2009  5:27PM

Subject: Availability of DrivePerformance Back Issue 4.2


Tom,
 
As you know, I have been working with James Han, Tony Aquilante and others on the SVX Pace Car/ SRRT Race Car appearance at Reading X next month.
 
I have also been in touch with Wally Dallenbach, who was the Indy Car Chief Steward and Pace Car Evaluator for this car. I sent him my only copy of DrivePerformance magazine for him to autograph the article about it "A PEEK IN THE PERFORMANCE ATTIC - PART THREE"
 
Unfortunately, after signing it, the magazine became lost in the mail and has not been recovered.
 
Do you happen to have a spare copy or two of Version 4.2 of the magazine? I would like to send it for another autograph. Since there is also an article on the Subaru Road Racing Team in the same issue, I would have Tony autograph it as well, or whoever attended the meet from ICYPhoenix Racing. This has been a long journey and with your help in leading me to James Han, I am confident it is destined to be a great success.
 
If you could accommodate this request I would really appreciate it. You have my address.

John

Reply:  Mar 1, 2009

From: 
Tom Salvino  <TSalvino@subaru.com>

To: 
John Hoffman <jhoffman44@hotmail.com>  

Sent      Sun, 1 Mar, 2009  6:41PM

Subject: Availability of DrivePerformance Back Issue 4.2

Hi John,

I was actually planning on popping in to the Reading Event on Friday 4/17 and I'll have a box of 4.2's with me - maybe about 100. Did you want me to send you a couple copies prior to the event? 

Tom Salvino
Subaru of America
Owner Communications Analyst
Phone 856-488-3434
Mar 1, 2009

From: 
John Hoffman <jhoffman44@hotmail.com>  

To:       Tom Salvino  <TSalvino@subaru.com>

Sent      Sun, 1 Mar, 2009  11:18PM

Subject: Availability of DrivePerformance Back Issue 4.2

Tom,

Please send me a couple of copies ahead of time.

As I stated earlier, I contacted Wally Dallenbach in Colorado and told him what I wanted him to do. I sent him a couple of the SVX pace Car posters for him to autograph as well. The posters made it back, but the magazine, which was mailed separately, did not.

He is currently in Daytona Beach until March 13 so I have time to get them to him once again.  He said to send them to his Basalt, Colorado address and he would make sure I received them safely.

Please stay in touch with me as it gets closer. I want to coordinate just how we are going to do this. The cars will be arriving early Friday afternoon around 2:00pm. Diana and I look forward to meeting you in person and expressing our appreciation to you personally.

Thanks again, 

John

I finally got a chance to get the SVX materials sent out to Wally Dallenbach for his autograph. Janet Lohman informed me that he was returning to Colorado ahead of schedule and to send the materials to him there. She said he is still quite surprised at the level of enthusiasm that still exists for this car and is happy to do whatever he can. 

Mar 19, 2009

From: 
John Hoffman <jhoffman44@hotmail.com>

To: 
Wally Dallenbach <wallyd@rof.net>

Cc: 
Janet Lohman <janet@colorado500.org>

Sent: 
Thu, Mar 19, 2009 1:14 AM

Subject: SVX Materials for Autograph Sent‏

Wally,

I am so sorry for getting these to you so late. Please accept my apologies. I have just sent out these items by UPS to your address in Basalt, Colorado.

As I stated in my earlier emails to you and Janet, I would really appreciate it if I could get these items autographed by you.

 The PPG SVX Pace Car will be making its first appearance ever at a private event. Since you were the Chief Indy Car Steward and Pace Car Evaluator for this vehicle, it is most appropriate that you would autograph these items for the Tenth Anniversary Meet at Morgantown, PA.

We would really appreciate your autograph on the following items:

          ▪ Anywhere in the Pace Car article (page 20) of the four (4) DrivePerformance magazines.

            Use a pen of your choice or the enclosed black or silver ultrafine marker.

   ▪ The three (3) Subaru SVX “Setting the Pace” posters. I have enclosed a silver metallic 

      permanent marker for this purpose. Per your request, I have enclosed a fourth poster for you

      to keep with my compliments. 
   ▪ The rare parts counter mat made from the above poster. Please use the same silver markers
      as on the posters.

Some of these items will be used as part of a fundraising raffle for the network, as well as going into the SVX World Network museum.

I am also enclosing a prepaid UPS return label to affix to the outside of the shipping box. Just repack the items, seal, attach the return label and have UPS pick it up or drop it off, whichever is most convenient. I would need these back here by no later than April 13, 2009. You already have my return address.
Thanks again so much for agreeing to do this for us. This makes a car that is so special to us even more so. I hope you liked your experience with the SVX as much as we do each and every day.

Sincerely,

John


It is now only 25 days until the start of the best Reading yet! It seems fitting that the two Tenth Anniversary celebrations will be the ones that will most likely be remembered above all others.
One final email to all of the players in this wonderful experience.  I hope that everything is still in order and going as we have planned.

Mar 22, 2009

From: 
John Hoffman <jhoffman44@hotmail.com>
To: 
James Han < jhan@subaru.com>
Cc: 
Tom Salvino <tsalvino@subaru.com>; Joe Aquilante <jfaphoenix32@aol.com>
Bcc: 
Earl Steele <esteele@svxwn.com>; Diana Altman <green_eyed_lady@yahoo.com>

Sent: 
Sun, 22 Mar, 2009 1:03 AM

Subject: Tenth Anniversary SVX Meet‏


James,

I am just following up on the final details for the SVX World Network Reading Tenth Anniversary Meet next month, beginning April 16th. (The attachment of the official logo for the event shows the embroidered version for some of the items we had produced for the event)

I just want to make sure we are on the same page with the details we had discussed previously. Since it is a little over 3 weeks away (25 days to be exact) I would like to know if there been any updates, additional information or changes.

I want to post some of this on the network website to generate even more enthusiasm that is already present; maybe a little about the SSRT Road Race Car, but nothing about the SVX PPG Pace Car will be mentioned. This is still the ultimate surprise!

Is the anticipated arrival of the cars at the Morgantown Holiday Inn still around 2:00pm on Friday, April 17?  Are you still anticipating bringing the 111 car? Any updated information would be most helpful at this point. Overnight accommodations for the driver(s) are already in place and the hotel is aware of your arrival.

Is there anything further assistance you need from us at this point? We will do whatever is necessary to make sure everything goes smoothly and trouble-free.

On behalf of the network, let me once again express my deepest appreciation for all of your efforts in making this celebration far better than could ever have been imagined.

sincerely,

John

Attachment:  Reading X Official Logo.jpg (44.2KB)
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Reply:  Mar 30, 2009

From: 
 James Han <JHan@SUBARU.com>

To:       John Hoffman <jhoffman44@hotmail.com>  

Cc:       Tom Salvino <TSalvino@subaru.com>; Joe Aquilante <JFAPhoenix32@aol.com>

Sent:     Mon, 30 Mar, 2009  7:54AM
Subject: RE: Reading Tenth Anniversary Meet
John-
 

My impression is that any further information relating to both the SVX Pace Car and one of our Subaru Road Racing Team Legacy 2.5GT Spec.B units scheduled to make an appearance at your upcoming event will really be up to your discretion.
 

I will confer again with Joe, but I believe the team has all the information they need for now.  We'll of course coordinate with Tom so that we are set with pickup and drop-off for the SVX 'surprise' appearance.
 

Unfortunately, I won't be able to attend but hope that your members that do come out will enjoy themselves.
 

Regards,
James 
Mar 30, 2009

From: 
John Hoffman <jhoffman44@hotmail.com>

To: 
James Han < jhan@subaru.com>

Cc: 
Tom Salvino <tsalvino@subaru.com>; Joe Aquilante <jfaphoenix32@aol.com>

Bcc: 
Earl Steele <esteele@svxwn.com>; Diana Altman <green_eyed_lady@yahoo.com>

Sent: 
Sun, 22 Mar, 2009 1:03 AM
Subject: RE: Reading Tenth Anniversary Meet
James,

As we discussed in earlier emails, 

Vehicle Arrival:  Friday afternoon - April 17, 2009 — sometime around 2:00pm
Vehicle Departure:  Saturday late afternoon/early evening - April 18— around 6:00pm?
Hotel accommodations for the driver(s) have already been secured and provided at no cost by the hotel.
Joe, has any further determination been made on which of the SRRT cars will be coming?
I have been in contact with the hotel and there is no problem with the truck/trailer.

Option 1: We can park the trailer out of sight and unload the both cars quietly and bring them around to the other side of the hotel where everything is happening.

The other possibility is to bring the SRRT trailer into full view and unload only the spec.B. Once unloaded, move the trailer out of sight and, while all attention is focused on the SRRT car, quietly unload the Pace Car and bring it around...
As it gets closer, we can coordinate a little more precisely. I will be getting up to Morgantown in Thursday, 4/16 and will be always available at 410-767-6770.
Again, my sincere appreciation on behalf of the Network for all of your support.
John

Tuesday, April 14, 10:31am.

As I type this, it is just over 49 hours until the beginning of the best Reading ever! More details than listed here will be revealed later. It looks like the weather is cooperating to give us abundant sunshine and warmer temperatures. By the time you finish reading this, history will have been made and we will all be on the same page.

On behalf of everyone involved in this, it has been an extreme pleasure to be able to give something like this to the network. A most enjoyable journey.
— By John Hoffman “svxcess”








